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Take my hand, for I will lead you out. 
Take my hand, for you already have my heart. 
Though the strings may not always be attached, 
It is impossible to remove them. 
 
-J. E. Rose 
 
About the music: 

 The Oath is a two-part story of a love that can never be and 
a love that endures the joys and pains of time and circumstance.   
While these two stories may seem unrelated, they are quite 
intertwined.  Though the music ends, there is no happy ending.  
No matter the outcome, pain is the lasting stain on our souls. 
 

To the conductor: 

 The Oath should be performed with much rubato 
throughout.  At measures 40-48 there are no dynamics written 
specifically so the conductor may interpret the appropriate 
dynamics for his/her ensemble.   

Be very careful to tune and balance the underlying chords 
and allow them to move dynamically with the melody.  Consider 
rehearsing the chords without the melody so you may hear the 
chord structure and development.  Likewise, pay close attention 
to the shaping of the melodic line.  Though you may want to 
transpose down an octave, there is much symbolism in the 
extreme ranges chosen for each of these instruments.   
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